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Daniel’s Kingdom Imagery - Remember The Political Cartoon. 
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Istar Gate from Ancient Babylon (from the time of Daniel) 
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Daniel 2:31 – 49 

“Your Majesty looked, and there before you stood a large statue—an enormous, dazzling 
statue, awesome in appearance. 32 The head of the statue was made of pure gold, its chest and 
arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly 
of baked clay. 34 While you were 
watching, a rock was cut out, but 
not by human hands. It struck the 
statue on its feet of iron and clay 
and smashed them. 35 Then the 
iron, the clay, the bronze, the 
silver and the gold were all broken 
to pieces and became like chaff 
on a threshing floor in the 
summer. The wind swept them 
away without leaving a trace. But 
the rock that struck the statue 
became a huge mountain and 
filled the whole earth. 36 “This 
was the dream, and now we will 
interpret it to the king. 37 Your 
Majesty, you are the king of 
kings. The God of heaven has 
given you dominion and power 
and might and glory; 38 in your 
hands he has placed all mankind 
and the beasts of the field and the 
birds in the sky. Wherever they 
live, he has made you ruler over 
them all. You are that head of 
gold. 
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39 “After you, another kingdom will arise, inferior to yours. Next, a third kingdom, one of bronze, 
will rule over the whole earth. 40 Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron—for iron breaks 
and smashes everything—and as iron breaks things to pieces, so it will crush and break all the 
others. 41 Just as you saw that the feet 
and toes were partly of baked clay and 
partly of iron, so this will be a divided 
kingdom; yet it will have some of the 
strength of iron in it, even as you saw 
iron mixed with clay. 42 As the toes were 
partly iron and partly clay, so this 
kingdom will be partly strong and partly 
brittle. 43 And just as you saw the iron 
mixed with baked clay, so the people will 
be a mixture and will not remain united, 
any more than iron mixes with clay. 

44 “In the time of those kings, the God 
of heaven will set up a kingdom that 
will never be destroyed, nor will it be 
left to another people. It will crush all 
those kingdoms and bring them to an 
end, but it will itself endure 
forever. 45 This is the meaning of the 
vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, 
but not by human hands—a rock that 
broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the 
silver and the gold to pieces. 

“The great God has shown the king what 
will take place in the future. The dream is 
true and its interpretation is trustworthy.” 

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell 
prostrate before Daniel and paid him 
honor and ordered that an offering and 
incense be presented to him. 47 The king 
said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the 
God of gods and the Lord of kings and a 
revealer of mysteries, for you were able to 
reveal this mystery.” 

48 Then the king placed Daniel in a 
high position and lavished many gifts on 
him. He made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and placed him in charge of all its wise 
men. 49 Moreover, at Daniel’s request the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
administrators over the province of Babylon, while Daniel himself remained at the royal court. 
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Daniel 7 
 

 

7 “After that, in my vision at night I 
looked, and there before me was a 
fourth beast—terrifying and 
frightening and very powerful. It had 
large iron teeth; it crushed and 
devoured its victims and 
trampled underfoot whatever was 
left. It was different from all the former 
beasts, and it had ten horns. 

 

8 “While I was thinking about the horns, 
there before me was another horn, a 
little one, which came up among them; 
and three of the first horns were 
uprooted before it. This horn had eyes 
like the eyes of a human being and a 
mouth that spoke boastfully. 
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9 “As I looked, “thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat. His clothing was as 
white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its 
wheels were all ablaze. 10 A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him. Thousands upon 
thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The court was 
seated, and the books were opened. 

 

11 “Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was speaking. I kept looking 
until the beast was slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. 12 (The other beasts 
had been stripped of their authority, but were allowed to live for a period of time.) 13 “In my vision at 
night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He 
approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.  

14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every 
language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and 
his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.  

15 “I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions that passed through my mind disturbed me. 16 I 
approached one of those standing there and asked him the meaning of all this. “So he told me and 
gave me the interpretation of these things: 17 ‘The four great beasts are four kings that will rise from 
the earth. 18 But the holy people of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will possess it 
forever—yes, for ever and ever.’  
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19 “Then I wanted to know the meaning of 
the fourth beast, which was different 
from all the others and most terrifying, 
with its iron teeth and bronze claws—the 
beast that crushed and devoured its 
victims and trampled underfoot whatever 
was left. 20 I also wanted to know about 
the ten horns on its head and about 
the other horn that came up, before 
which three of them fell—the horn that 
looked more imposing than the others 
and that had eyes and a mouth that 
spoke boastfully. 21 As I watched, this 
horn was waging war against the holy 
people and defeating them, 22 until the 
Ancient of Days came and pronounced 
judgment in favor of the holy people of 
the Most High, and the time came when 
they possessed the kingdom. 

23 “He gave me this explanation: ‘The 
fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that will 
appear on earth. It will be different from 
all the other kingdoms and will devour 
the whole earth, trampling it down and crushing it. 24 The ten horns are ten kings who will come 
from this kingdom. After them another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will 
subdue three kings. 25 He will speak against the Most High and oppress his holy people and try 
to change the set times and the laws. The holy people will be delivered into his hands for a 
time, times and half a time.  

26 “‘But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely destroyed forever. 27 Then 
the sovereignty, power and greatness of all the kingdoms under heaven will be handed over to the 
holy people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will 
worship and obey him.’ 

Daniel’s Imagery 
 
Beasts = Kingdoms (Babylonian, Medo-Persion, Greek, Roman) 
 
Horns = Leaders 
 
Little Horn = Evil Leader   
 
10 Horns = 10 Kings (7:24) 
 
Ancient of Days = God 
 
Son of Man = Jesus (The Jewish Messiah) 
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Conclusions for Daniel 
 
1. Rome – In Some Way – Will Again Have An End-Time Existence.  (Dan. 2:40-44; 7:20; Rev. 
17:8) 
 
The fourth beast is Rome.  Rome is also the empire which persecutes Christians in the book of 
Revelation. I believe that both Daniel and the book of Revelation Telescope the Roman Empire in the 
first century as the evil empire at the end times. 
 
Notice the following verse: 
 
Daniel 7: 20 - I also wanted to know about the ten horns on its head and about the other horn that 
came up, before which three of them fell--the horn that looked more imposing than the others and 
that had eyes and a mouth that spoke boastfully. 
 
The ten horns represent ten kings.  Nothing like this happened in the first century and nothing like it 
has happened since. 
 
This language is very similar to Revelation 17:11-12 - The beast who once was, and now is not, is 
an eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is going to his destruction. "The ten horns you saw are 
ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but who for one hour will receive authority as kings 
along with the beast. 
 
2. An Evil World Dictator Will Arise At The End. (Daniel 7:21-22; 11: 35-45; Rev. 13) 
   
Daniel 7: 20 - I also wanted to know about the ten horns on its head and about the other horn that 
came up, before which three of them fell--the horn that looked more imposing than the others and 
that had eyes and a mouth that spoke boastfully. 21  As I watched, this horn was waging war 
against the saints and defeating them, 22  until the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment 
in favor of the saints of the Most High, and the time came when they possessed the kingdom.  
      
 
3. The Evil Ruler Will Arise From A Rome-Type Kingdom. (Daniel 7:23-24; Rev. 13; 17) 
  
Daniel 7: 23-25 - He gave me this explanation: 'The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that will appear 
on earth. It will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, trampling it 
down and crushing it. The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this kingdom. After them 
another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will subdue three kings. He will speak 
against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to change the set times and the laws. The 
saints will be handed over to him for a time, times and half a time.     
 
4. The Evil Leader Will Persecute God’s People.  (7:21-22; 25; Rev. 13; 17)   
 
Daniel 7:21-22 - As I watched, this horn was waging war against the saints and defeating them, until 
the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in favor of the saints of the Most High, and the 
time came when they possessed the kingdom. 
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5. God Will Intervene and Establish His Kingdom At The End. (7:26-28; 11:45-12:1; Rev. 19:19-
21) 
  
Daniel 7: 26 "'But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely destroyed 
forever. Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be 
handed over to the saints, the people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, 
and all rulers will worship and obey him.' 
 
6. God Wants You To Have A “We Will Eventually Win” Attitude About Hardship. 
 
Jim Collins – The Stockdale Paradox  - a concept developed in the book Good to Great. You must 
maintain unwavering faith that you can and will prevail in the end, regardless of the difficulties, and 
at the same time, have the discipline to confront the most brutal facts of your current reality, 
whatever they might be. 
 
 
 


