“God Speaks clearly and concisely presents the message of the Bible in a way
that all readers will enjoy and benefit from. We recommend [it] with enthusiasm!”

— Mark Burnett and Roma Downey
Producers of The Bible miniseries and The Son of God film
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1
What Is the Bible, Really?

MOST PEOPLE WHO DISMISS the Bible as an old, irrelevant
book—little more than a collection of religious opinions from a
bygone era—either haven't read it or haven't understood it. In most
cases, they are reacting to comments and ideas they have heard from
other people who haven’t read the Bible with understanding. I even
know someone who bases his opinion of what the Bible teaches on
what he sees on the television cartoon 7he Simpsons! That would be
funny if it weren’t so sad.

In this book, I will give you a solid, easy-to-understand guide to
the Bible. I begin with the basics, so that you will get the big picture
of what the Bible really #. In the next chapter we will look at some

important, specific issues, so that you will geta

much better idea of what the Bible really says.

When you discover what it is and what it says, The Ba;];ff
you will see why this “old book™ is so important. - sr.n o
What is the Bible? The word Bible means very llmportant
library.

book. At first glance that seems obvious. Of

course it is a book. But is it? In reality the Bible
is a small but very important library made up of (at least) sixty-
six books—thirty-nine in the Old Testament (the first part of the
- Bible) and twenty-seven in the New Testament (the second part of

11



b it S R e —

the Bible). Roman Catholics, Greek Orchodox, and other Eastery
Christians include in the Old Testament several other books calleq
the Apocrypha, so their book count s higher! In all, there were
some forty authors who contributed to the Bible over the course of
about fifteen hundred years. '

The Old Testament is the Jewish Bible (sometimes' called the
Hebrew Bible, because it is written in the Hebrew language), The
New Testament is the part that Christians—followers of Jesys___
wrote. Although some early Christians thought the New Testamen
alone was sufficient as the Bible of the Church, the great ‘major-
ity of Christian leaders disagreed, believing that the Church’s Bib]e
should consist of borh the Old Testament and the New Testamen,

It was the right decision because the Old Testament provides
the context and framework for understanding the New Testamen
In other words, the New Testament wouldr't make sense to us with:
out the Old Testament, ‘
we:n;Ihe Old Tesrament elsthe sory of God' good creation; what

: wrong, and how God set in motion 2 plan to set things ¢ gh
again. Perhaps the most famous couple is Adam and & t
depicted as the first human beings. They and Eve,
versial. Many conservative literalists read the
and their children (Genesis 1-4) the - ﬁlﬁtoi'}’ of Adam and Eve
the same literalistic approach to the cwatio:y read history. Ta.king

"0 B awhole, some

conservative readers believe it i n
. . - . ecessaly to re.
science, claiming, instead, that P T the ﬁndings of
thousand years old, s only iy o seven
But many Christian scholars and
Lev
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early chaprers of Genesis represent metaphor of Parable that the

ry of creation intends Y
to teach that the world is no; th, " %o

€ l‘uuh of

who are
are also the most congro.-

scientistg bel;
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plind chance but rather the result of design and intention. So also
h umanity. However old the. earth is, at some point and in some
way God created human beings. The ancient stories of Genesis do
pot represent modern science (which to ancient people would have
been incomprehensible) but the great truths that the world is not
an accident and that humans are much more than sophisticated
Jnimals. Genesis also teaches that the problems humans face.are
largely brought upon themselves. The story of the fall of Adam and
Eve teaches that humanity is inclined to go its own way, often to its
own hurt. |

The fallennéss of humanity, however, does not ‘mean that hu-
mmans cannot be good or moral. Indeed they can. After all, Genesis
teaches that God created humans in his own image (Genesis 1:26).

. This means that humans are both intelligent and moral. As a result,

all humans have a moral code, in which all of us agree that some
things are wrong and other things are right. Nevertheless, because
we struggle to find our way morally and ethically and because we of-
ten choose to ignore God, we harm ourselves in one way or another.
As bad as this sounds, God has not given up on humanity. In
response to humanity’s fall, God has set in motion a plan to redeem
and restore. The plan begins with God choosing an elderly couple,
Abraham and Sarah, who miraculously have a son in their old age
and bécome a family. This family becomes a people. This people
becomes a nation—the nation of Israel. From Israel rise prophets,
priests, and kings. The voices of these prophets, the ministry of
these priests, and the rule of these kings create a framework through

which we understand the New Testament.
'The unfinished story of hope in the Old Testament reaches

its climax in the pages of the New Testament, beginning with the
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