
Step Into Scripture: Shadows

Day 29 Reading: Genesis 48—50 and Day 29 of Step Into Scripture

Week 5 Lesson: Reversal & Reconciliation
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This week, we are continuing our discussion of themes from Genesis, emphasizing the contrast 
between man’s vengeance and God’s justice. This is highlighted through the story of Dinah and 
her brothers, where he see that human responses to injustice often stem from emotional reactions 
that exceed the punishment warranted. Yet God's justice is sovereign and precise. The narrative 
of Jacob and Esau further illustrates the need for true repentance and reconciliation, pointing out 
that God's blessings and justice can prevail when we relinquish our desire for revenge. Our goal 
should be to seek peace and justice through repentance, relying on God’s wisdom and timing 
rather than taking matters into our own hands.

Discussion Questions:

1. What does the story of Dinah and her brothers teach us about the consequences of 
seeking revenge rather than pursuing justice?
◦ Dinah's brothers took extreme revenge after her rape, which did not align with 

God's heart for justice.
◦ Can you think of a time when you wanted to retaliate against someone for a 

wrong done to you? What could you have done differently to seek justice instead 
of revenge?

2. How does the passage from Romans 12:19, which says, 'it is mine to avenge; I will 
repay,' relate to our natural desire for revenge?
◦ This verse emphasizes that we should leave vengeance to God instead of taking 

matters into our own hands.
◦ In your own life, how can you practice leaving room for God to handle situations 

where you feel wronged?
3. What important lesson about humility and repentance can we learn from Jacob's 

interaction with Esau?
◦ Jacob humbled himself before Esau and sought to make amends for his past 

actions, demonstrating true repentance.
◦ How can humility play a role in your relationships? Are there situations in your 

life where you need to show humility or seek forgiveness?
4. In what ways does the story of Joseph illustrate God's sovereignty and ability to turn evil 

into good?
◦ Joseph's journey from being sold into slavery to becoming a ruler showcases 

God’s plan and redemption despite wrongdoing.
◦ Have you ever faced a difficult situation that later turned out to have a positive 

outcome? How did that experience shape your understanding of God's plans in 
your life?

5. What steps can we take to ensure we are pursuing peace and reconciliation instead of 
harboring bitterness or anger?
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◦ We should seek peace in relationships, especially when wronged, focusing on 
forgiveness rather than revenge.

◦ Think about a recent conflict you've had with someone. What are some practical 
steps you can take to mend that relationship and promote peace?

Prayer:

• Ask for prayer requests from the group.
• Pray for strength to respond wisely to situations where we feel wronged.
• Ask God to help facilitate a heart of forgiveness and understanding.
• Seek guidance in applying this lesson into daily interactions this week.


